
The 2011 “Summit on Puerto Rican Affairs:  A Vision for the Future” held in the Orlando/Kissimmee 

area on Friday, May 20th was – in the opinion of the organizers, participants and attendees – a great 

success.  The Summit was privileged to have as its Keynote Speaker the Honorable Bill Nelson 

(Senator, FL).  The Senator spoke about the Hispanic roots of the State of Florida and the connections 

between Florida and Puerto Rico going back centuries in the person of Juan Ponce de Leon – who 

“discovered” Florida on behalf of Spain and served as the first Spanish governor of Puerto Rico.  The 

Senator stressed the need for small “Mom and Pop” businesses to revive our economy, and  

encouraged everyone to be alert and to become involved in important issues facing the residents of 

Florida: the future of senior programs and college loans for students, as well as changes being pro-

posed in Medicare and the voting process. The Senator received a standing ovation at the conclusion 

of his speech. 

Our guest speaker was the Honorable Pedro Pierluisi, Congressman and Resident Commissioner from 

the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.  The Congressman spoke of the need to strengthen ties between 

Puerto Rico and the Mainland – especially Florida – in the areas of trade, commerce and tour-

ism.  This is vitally important for the economic growth of both markets. 

The Summit was privileged to have two visitors from Washington DC.  One was Ms. Cecilia Muñoz, 

Director of Intergovernmental Affairs at the White House who was appointed by President Obama to 

serve as Co-Chairperson on the President’s Task Force on Puerto Rico’s Status.  Also attending was 

Mr. William Ramos – originally from Miami – who is presently the Director of Intergovernmental 

Affairs at the Department of Commerce.  Mr. Ramos gave an interesting and informative presentation 

about the Administration’s plans for economic recovery through greater trade and commerce. 

In addition to the Mayor of Orange County, the Honorable Teresa Jacobs, many officials representing 

Orange and Osceola Counties, and the cities of Orlando and Kissimmee attended the Summit.  

The Summit featured three workshops of interest to the community:  “Education, Key to Success”, 

“Small Business:  The Backbone of America’s Economy” and “2010 Puerto Rican Demographics / 

2011 Re-Districting”. 

The organizers of the Summit wish to thank the following sponsors for their support of the Summit, 

and their recognition of the importance of the growing Puerto Rican community in the State of  

Florida:  TD Bank, AT&T, Goya Foods of Florida, Jet Blue Airways, CMA, ASPIRA of Florida, 

the Florida State Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, Rums of Puerto Rico, Banco Popular, 

Buena Vista Security and Protection Agency, Borinquen Medical Centers, La Prensa, and the 

Centro de Estudios Puertorriqueños of Hunter College, New York. 
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